y of thoſe, 
ted to a more * ſtoycil 
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ia To the right worfhipfull Charles 
Blunt Knight, adorned with all perfections ot honour 


or Arte, T. Naſhe wiſheth what euer content felicitic 
or Fortune may enferre. 


on 


i 


F (right Worſhipfull) the olde Poet Perſzns, 
SS] thought it molt preiudiciall to attention, for Ver- 
res to declaime againſt theft, Gracchus againſt ſe- 

| EQ dition, Catiline againſt treaſon: what ſuch ſup- 
d ploſus pedum may ſufficiently entertaine my pre- 
ſumption, who beeing an acceſſarie to Abſurditie, haue tooke 
pon me to draw her Anatomie. But that little alliance which 

Tue vato Arte, will authorize my follic in defacing her ene- 

mie: and the circumſtaunce of my infancie, that brought forth 

this Embrion, ſomewhat tollerate their cenſures, that would de- 
riue infamie from my vnexperienſt infirmities. What I haue 
written proceeded not from the permie of vain- glory but from 

the proceſſe of that penſiuenes, which two Summers ſince o- 

gertooke mee: whoſe obſcured: cauſe; beſt knowne to euerie 

name of curſe, hath compelled my wit to wander abroad vnre- 
yore this ſaryricall dilguiſe, & counſaild my content to diſ- 
odge his delight from traytors eyes. 
Gentlemen that know what it is to encounter with ingrati- 
tude in the forme of Cupid, will ſoone ayme at the efficient of 
my armed phraſe, for others that cannot diſcerne Venus through 

a clowde;they will meaſure each deformed fury by the Queene 

of Fayries, all birds by one Phænix, all beaſts by one Lyon. For 

my part, as I haue no portion in any mans opinion, ſo am I the 

Prorex of my priuate thought: which makes me terme poyſon 
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The Epiſtle. 


poyſon, as well in a ſiluer peece,as in an carthen diſh , and Pro- 
ters Proteus, though girt in the apparrell of Pattolus. Howe e- 


uer the Syren change her ſhape, yet is ſhe inſeperable from de- 


ceit, and how euer the deuill alter his ſhaddowe, yet will he be 
tound in the end to be a ſhe Saint, I dare not prefixe a Nigrum 
thcta to all of that ſexe, leaſt immortalitie _ ſeeme to haue 
beene taxt by my ſlaunder, and the puritie of heauen bepudled 
by my vnhallowed ſpeeche . Onely this ſhall my arguments 
inferre, and my anger auerre, that conſtancie will ſooner inha- 
bite the body of a Camelion, a Tyger or a Wolfe, then the hart 
of a woman: who predeſtinated by the father of eternitie, euen 
in the nonage of nature, to be the 1hads of euils to all Nations, 
haue neuer inuerted their creation in any Countrey but ours. 
Whoſe heauenborne Elixabeth, hath made maieſtie herſelfe 
mazed, and the worlds eye fight aſtonied. Time, wel maiſt thou 
exult, that in the euening of thy age, thou cõceiuedſt ſuch a ſub 
ict of wonder, & Peace, ſing io pear, for that in deſpight of diſ- 
ſention, ſhe hath patroniz d thee vnder her wings. Felicitie ſaw 
her inueſted with royaltie, and became young againe in the be- 
holding. Fortune aſhamed each ſorrowe ſhoulde ſmile, and her 
face alonely be wrapt with wrinkles,ſuted poore Flaunder s and 
Fraunce in her frownes, & ſaluted Englands ſoule with a ſmoo- 
thed forchead, Plenty and Abundance, that long had liued as 
exiles witluthe vtmoſt Indians ere no ſooner aduertiſed of her 
aduauncement, but they made their paſſage through ten thou- 
ſand perrils, to ſpende their proſperitie in her preſence. Why 


ſeekes my penne to breake into the buildings of Fame, and Ec» | 


cho my amazed thoughts to her breſen Towres, when as my 
tongue is too to baſe a Tryton to eterniſe her praiſe, that thus 
vpholdeth our happy daies. ot 3 

| Wherefore ſince my. wordes impoucriſh her wortlis, my fer- 
uent zeale ſhallbe the vnceſlant attendant on her weale. I feare 
right worſhipfull, leaſt the affection of my phraſe, preſent mee 
as a foe to your important affeiresibolchart exalted with the 
eye light of ſuch ſoueraigntie, as ſoares aboue humane ſight, 


diſtinc- 


— 


coulde not but methode this admiration in this digreſſion of 


The Epiſtle. 
diſtinftion. But frõ ſuch entercourſe of excuſe, let my vnſchoo- 
led indignities, conuert themſelues to your courteſie, and ac- 
quaint o ich the counfaile of my rude dedication. 

So it was, that not long ſince lighting in company with ma- 
nic extraordinarie Gentlemen, of moſt excellent parts, it was 
my chance (amongſt other talke which was generally trauerſed 
amongſt vs) to mooue diuers Queſtions, as touching the ſeue- 
rall qualities required in Caſtalions Courtier: one came in with 
that of Ouid, Semper amabilis eſto, another ſtood more ſtricktly 
on the neceſſitie of that affabilitie, which our Latiniſts entitle 

facetius, & we more familiarlie deſcribe by the name of diſcour- 
ſing: the third came in with his carpet deuiſes, and tolde what 
it was to tickle a Citterne, or haue a ſweete ſtrolee on the Lute, 
to daunce more delicatlie, and reuell it brauelie. The fourth as 
an enemie to their faction, confuted all theſe as effemmate fol- 
lies, and would necdes maintaine, that the onely adiuncts of a 
Courtier, were ſchollerſhip and courage, returning picked cu- 
riolitie to paultry Scriueners and ſuch like, affabilitie to Ariſtip- 
pus and his crue, Citterning and Luting, to the birthright of e- 
uerie ſixe peunje laue, and to conclude, dauncing & reuelling, 
to euerie Taylors holie day humour. But as for thoſe two bran- 
ches of honor before mencioned, they diſtinguiſh a Gentleman 
from a broking Iacke, and a Courtier from a clubheaded com- 
panion. This diſcourſe thus continued, at length they fell by a 
arring gradation, to the particuler demonſtrations of theyr © 
generall aſſertions. One woulde haue one thing preferred, be- 
cauſe ſome one man was thereby aduaunced, another, another 
thing, becauſe ſome noble man loues it, euery man ſhotte his 
bolte, but this was the vpſhot, that England afforded many me- 
diocrities, but neuer ſaw any thing more ſinguler then worthy - 

Sir Phillip Sidney, of whom it might truely be ſaide, Arma vi- 
rumque cano. In this heate of opinions, many hopes of Nobility 
were brought in queſtion, but nothing ſo generally applauded 
in euery mans compariſons, as your worſhippes molt abſolute 
perfections: whole effectuall iudiciall of your vertues, made 

ſuch deepe impreſſion in my attentiue imagination, as cue 

| | uIce 


The Epiſtle: 
ſince there hath not any pleaſure mixt it ſelfe ſo much with my 
ſecret vowes, as the vndefinite defire to be ſuppliant ynto you 
in ſome ſubiect of witte. From which, how ſoeuer this my vn. 
digeſted endeuour declineth yet more earneſtly I beſeeche 
you, by that entire loue which you beare vnto Artes, to accex 

of it in good part. And as the fooliſh Painter in Plutarch, ha- 
uing blurred a ragged Table, with the rude picture of a dung. 
hill Cocke, willed his boy in any caſe to driue away all lyue 
Cocks,from that his worthles workmanthip, leaſt by the com. 
pariſon he might be conuinced of ignorance: fo I am to requeſt 
your worſhip, whiles you are peruſing ! Pamphlet, to lay a- 
{ide out of your fight, whatſocuer learned inuention hath here. 
tofore bredde your delight, leaſt their ſingularitie reflect my 
{;mplicitie, their excellence conuince mee of innocence. Thus 
hoping you will euery way cenſure of me in fauour, as one that 
dcotli partake ſome parts of a Scholler I commit you to the 
care of that ſoueraigne content, which your ſoule deſuetk- 


Your moſt affectionate 

| wall. -. 
"4 [4 UV/ane AYAas. 
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Euxes being about to dꝛabe the counterfet of 
7 Iuno, aſſembledall th e Agrigentiue area 
| who after he pa aug had Yizwed.be choſe 
due of g fapꝛeſt, that in their beautie,be might 
imitate what was moſt excellent; euen la it 
D) fareth with mee, who beeing about to anata⸗ 
mize 3 am baged to take a vie w ol ſund2y mens va⸗ 
nite, a ſurueꝝ ol their follie, a bziefe of their barbarifne, to 


+ chore Aut hans of the abſurder ſazt, allembled in the 

and ſelecting out of theſe vpſtart an⸗ 

—ů e of their vnſauery duncerie, meaning fa 
note it with a Nigrum theta, that each one at the firſt ſight 
may eſchew it as Infectious, to ſhewe it to the woꝛlde chat all 
men may ſhunne it. And 4 415 as Macedon Phillip hauing ft 


pike AUS eee a Cittie foz the woꝛſt ſozte of men, 

bee. called eavviporonte, maloram Cuuitas, ſo J. hauing laide 
alide my grauer ſtudies foz a ſeaſon, determined with my lelfe 
being idle in the Countrey, to beginne in this vacation, the 
foundation of a trifling ſubiect, which might chꝛoude in bis 
leaues, the abuſiue enozmities of theſe aur. times. Jt fareth 
nowe a daies with vnlearned Adios as it doth with lhe Alles, 
Who bꝛing foozth all their life long, euen ſo theſe bzainlefſe 
Buſlards, are euery quarter bigge wyth. one Pamphlet oꝛ o⸗ 
ther. But as an Egge that is full, becing put in to water ſin- 
keth to the bottome, whereas 8 is emptie ig 
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boue, ſo thoſe that are moꝛe exquifitly furniſhed with earning, 
ſh2vade themſelncs1in obſcuritie , whereas they that voide of 
all knowledge, end2nour continually to publiſh thepꝛ follie. 
Such and the very lame are they that obtrude themſelues 
vnto vs, as the Autho2s of eloquence, and fountains of our finer 
phꝛaſes, when as they, lette befozc vs, nought but a confuſed 
maſſs of woꝛdes without matter, a Chass ot ſentences with⸗ 
out any pꝛofitable tence, reſembling dummes, Which beeing 
emptie with in, ſound big without. Were it that any Moꝛrall 
of greater moment, might be fiſhed out of their fabulous follie, 
leaning they2 wo2ds, we would eleaue to their meaning, pꝛe⸗ 
eee . heir painter chetor; we worre pꝛy into their pod) 
ente, bent wher ais 16K is the trattate ot ſo many 
eates, and lone pallions the lauẽth diſpenice of lo much paper 
J muſt neeves lende ſuch tote wits fo ſhzitt to the vicar of &, 
Footes, whv'th Heede of a worker may be ſatha Gotha 
ch>lly Father. Mi Pight! aids erite «daniſh ſach Jdlebits 
to 15 5 9 . 3 Pꝛetke held be 7550 


ter emp hquicte not halfe fo 
wer ts,thottd not be 
x cauſe, — 
mon bulde Nt be 19 — much Italinated as they are; finals 
lie, tone woulde obe ine the n and Arte longer 
bertur . 1 0 

| fot al mired iti ther pfegker pont, odo ne 
bieter . txt with nenn in their books 
there is carte tobe found one pꝛecept pertaining to vertue but 
whole yttires. fraught with ajh02ous diſconrfes, kindling Ve- 
mus flame in Vulcans ge, carrying Cupid i h/ allu⸗ 
ring euen when Veſtals to treade dtuzy, in thalke 
mindes and ty ztütpting the continent, Bieres, lee 5 
alter their p 0 epzolr with intermingled pleaſure, 
ting 57 bf 1825 in feed: 

Si quis in hoc urten populo non nonit amandi, 

Mlle legat & ſectotarmine doctus amet. | 
o chall the diſcreet Rraver vnderſtand the contents by he 
title, 


of Abſurdlitie. 5 


title, and their purpoſe. by their poſics what els-J p2ap you doe 
theſe bar ix bookemungers nd ug, but to repaire the ruinous 
wals of Venus Court, to reſtazo to the-wozldg.that fogotten 
Legendary licence of lying ts imitate afreſh the fantaſticall 
dꝛeames of thoſe exiled Abbie-lubbers, from whale idle pens, 
pꝛoceded thoſe jyo2ne gut impꝛeſſions of the fe ephned no where 
acts, of Arthur of the rounde table, Arthur oflatle Bzaitaine, 
fir Triſtram,Hewon of Burdeaux, the @quire of jol-degrgs 
the foure ſons of Amon, with infinite others, It is not of my 
yecresnoz ſtudie to cenſure theſe mens fler ie moꝛe theologi⸗ 
callie, hut to ſhewhowtþey to no Common - wealth commadi⸗ 
tie, kate onor their troubled unagingtions ta e 

the learmug which they lack; Manx of them to he m 
ble with their friends of the Feminine (cxe,blof | 
of paper in the blazing of Womens lender pꝛaiſes, as though 
in that generation there raigned and alwaies remained ſuch 
ſinguler Amylicitie, that all polterities ſhould be eniopned by 
dnetie , ta fill and furniſh they» Temples, nay Townes and 
Erecies; with the ines ai Hetzer xcmembzings 
that as there was a lopgil Lucretia;fothere was a liabt a laue 
Lais, that as there was a modeſt Medullina ſo there was amis 
chinaus Medea, that as there was a ſtedfaſt Timoclea ſo there 
was a travxterous Tarpeya, that as there was a ſober Sulpitia, 
ſo there was a deceitlul tee ax-there was a chalt Gl 
dia, ſo there was a wanten Clodia. 

But perhaps Women aſſembling their ſenate,will ſecke: 
op my mouth by moſt voices, and as though there were 
better then had in the bunch. will obiect vnto me Atlanta, Ar 
chitumna, Hippo, Sophronia, Lexna, to theſe J will oppoſe 
pꝛoude Antigone, Niobe, Circe, Flora, Rhodope, the dolpigbt⸗ 
full —— of Danaus, Biblis, and Canace,who. fell in loue, 
with their owne Brothers, Mirrha with ber own Father, Se- 
miramis with her own ſonne, Phædra with Hippolitus, Ve- 
nus inconſtancie, Iunos iealouſie, the riotous — of 
Paſiphae, with whb J wil knit vp this packet of Paramours. 
To W might be added Mantuans 2 againſt them, but 

li. that 
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that pitfio makes me refraine from renewing his wozne out 
complaints, the wounds whetof the fozmer foꝛepaſt feminine 
ſere hath felt. A but here the Homer of Women hath foꝛeſtal⸗ 
ltdanobiecion, ſaying, that Mantuans houſe holding of our 
Ladie, he was enfozced by melancholie into ſach vehemencie of 
ſpeech, and that there be amongſt them as amongſt men, ſome 
good, ſome badde but then let vs heare what was the opinion 
of ancient Philoſophers, as touching the Femall ſere. 
One of the beeing aſked what eſtate that was, which made 
wile men fooles;andfooles wiſenien, anſwered marriage, A- 
riſtotle doth counſell vs rather to gette a little wife then a 
great, beta Waies a euilt is better then a great, ſo 
that hee counted all women without erception, enill and vn⸗ 
grations. Audther or them boring alked what was the greatelt 
miracle in the wo2ld, (aide; a thaſte woman. One requiring 
Diogenes tudgment when'it was belt time ts fake a wife, an⸗ 
ſw2red,fo2 the poung man not ret, and the olde man neuer. 
Pythagoras ſapd, that there were thꝛet euils not to be 
Are, water and a woman. And the fezenamed 'Cinic 
the wilelt ters in the wazlo, which tell folke they wi 
te married, and yet remaine ſingle, accounting it the lelle ins 
connenience of two extremities to chooſe the leſſe. The ſelfe 
fame man affirmeth it to be the only means to eſcape all euils, 
J eſchew womens coimſaile, and not to ſquare out actions by 
zeir direction. The olde Sages did aumoniſh poung men, ir 
er they matcht wpth any wife, not to take a rich Mile, be⸗ 
aſe if the be rich, ſhee wyll not be content to be a wife, but 
will be a Paiſter 0z Miſtreſſe, in commaunding, chiding, 
coꝛrecting t controlling. Another Philalspher compared a wo⸗ 
inan richly apparelled, to a dunghill couered with graſſe, - So- 
crates doemed it the dolperateſt enterpꝛiſe that one tan fake - 
in hand, to gouerne a womans will. 
What Hall I ſayof him that being aſkt,from what women 
a man ch auld keepe himſelfe, anſwered,from the quick gfrom 
the deade, adding moꝛeouer, that one euill ioynes with ano⸗ 
they whena waman (s Mae Demoſthenes ſaide, that it £774 
b. 
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akelk te that a man could inuent to his enemies 
beration, to giue him his daughter in marriage, as a doineſti- 
call Furie to diſquiet him night and day. Democritus accoun- 
fed a faite chaſte woman a miracle ot miracles, a degreæ of im⸗ 
moztality,acrowne of tryumph, becauſe ſhee is ſo harde to be 
founde. Another beeing aſked, who was he that couldenot at 
any time be without a wifez anſwered, hee that was alwaies 
accarft : and what dooth thys common p2onerbe, he that mar- 
rieth late marriethemll, inſinuate vnto vs, but that if a man 
meane to marrp, he were as cod begin betimes as farry long, 
and dering about to make a vertue ot neteſfitie, and an arte of 
patience, they ars to beginne in theyꝛ voung and tender age. 
þ —— amongſt the thinges which change the nature and 
tions of men, women and wine are ſette in the foꝛefront, 

as the chiefe cauſes of their calamitis. 

Plutarch in his pꝛecepts of wedlocke, alleageth a reaſon 
why men kaile ſo often in chooſing of a good wife, becauſe ſaith 
bee, the number of them is ſo ſmall. There be two eſpeciall 
fronbles in this wozlve ſaith Seneca, a wife and. ignozaunce; 
Marcus Aurelius compared women to ſhyps, becauſe fo keepe 
them wel and in o2der, there is-alwayes ſomewhat wanting: 
and Plautus ſaith, that women decke themſelues ſo gozgioufly, 
and lace themſelues fo nicely, becauſe foule defoꝛmed things, 
ſeeke to ſette out themſelues ſooner, then thoſe creatures that 
are foz' beauty far moze atmiablo, Fo2 mp part J meane to ſu⸗ 
ſpend? my ſentence, and to let an Authoꝛ of late memoꝛie be 
my ſpeaker, who affy2meth that they carrie Angels in their 
faces to entangle men and deuils in their deuices. Valerius in 
Epiſt. ad Ruf hath theſe woꝛds of womens trecherous wozks, 


Amice ne longo diſpendio re ſuſpendam, lege aureolum T heophraſti, 4 : . 


& Medeam Taſonis, & vix pauca inuenies in paſcibilia mulieri, A- 
mice det tibi Deus omniporens femine fallacia non falls. My friend, 
leaſt I ſhould holde thee too long with too tedious a circum- 
ſtaunce, reade but the golden Booke of Theophraſtus, and 
Iafons Medeazand thou ſhalrfinde fewe things impoſſible for a 
Won, My feet friende, GOD Almightic g graunt that thou 
* li. beeſt 
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beeſt not entrapt by womens trechqie. Furthermo2e, in the 
ſame place be ſaith, Quis wulic bri garrulitati dliquid commutiny 
que illud ſolum pcteſt tacere quod ngſcit: who will commit any 
thing to a womans tatling truſt , who conceales nothing but 
that ſhee knowes not, J omit. to tell with what phzaleg of by 
grace the ancient fathers haue defaced them, wßerok one oft 
Caith : Quid aliud cſtmulier xiſi aſbicitiæ inimca &c. Whatzs.a 
woman, but an enemie to friend{hippe, an vneuitable paine, a 
neceſſary euil.anaturall temptation, a deſired calamitie, a dome- 
ſticall danger, a delectable detriment, the nature of the which jg 
euill ſhadowed with the coloure of goodnes. Therefore if to 
put her a way be a ſinne, to keepe her {til muſt needes beat, 
ment. Another ſayth: Jad aduerte quod extra paradiſum mis 
faftus eſt &c. Conſider this, that man was made without Para- 
diſe, woman within Paradiſe, that thereby we may learne, that 
euery one winneth not credit by the nobilitie of the place, or 
of his ſtock, but by his vertue. Finally, man made better is foũd 
without Paradiſe in a place inferior, and contrariwiſe, dhe which 
was created it a better place, namely Paradiſe, is founde to 
worſer. Another hath theſe woꝛds: Diligit mulier vt capiat, vl 
cipit vt rapiat : amat quod habet, non quod es. A woman loues that 
{he may entrappe, thee deceiues that ſhe may ſpoyle, ſhe loues 
that thou haſt, not that thou art. Another wziteth after thys 
manner: Nulla eſt vxoris elettio, &c. There is no choiſe to b 
had of a wife, but euen as ſhe comes ſo we mult take her: if tea- 
tiſh, if fooliſh, if deformed, if proude, if ſtinking breathed, or 
whatſoeuer other fault ſhe hath, we know not till we be marxi- 
ed: A Horſe, an Oxe, or an Aſſe, or a dogge, or what ſoeuer 
other vile merchandiſe, are firſt prooued, and then bought, a 
mans wife alone is neuer throughly ſeene before, leaſt ſhee dyſ- 
pleaſe, before ſhe be married. Diros ad uvnumquodque maleficiums 
ſingulæ cupiditates impellunt (ſaith Tully,) multeres ad emniayna- 
leficia cupiditas vna ducit + muliebrium enim vitiarum cnmts fun- 
damentum eſt auaritia. Mens ſeuerall deſires doe egge them to 
each kind of euill, but one onely affection leades women to all 
kind of wickednes: for couetouſneſſe is the foundation of all 
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womens euill inelmations. Seneca allo ſaith thus in his P2o- 
Herbs to Lit amat) ant odit mulier, vil tertium eſt, dediſcere flere 
faminam, mendacium eſt, &r. A woman either loues, or hates, 
there is no third thing: it is an vntruth to ſay, that a woman can 
learne to forget to weepe : two kinde of teares are common in 
theif'eyes; the one of true ſorrowe, the other of deceipt: a Wo- 
man meditates euill when ſhe is muſing alone. 

Thus pou fe howe farre their wickednes , hath made Au⸗ 
thoꝛs fo wade with inuectiues in their dilpꝛaile, wherefo:e 1 
ſhall not need to v2ge their inconſtancie moze vehemently,res 
— them to Battus, who was wonne with a Cowe, and 

alk with a Bull: noꝛ ſtand ta repeate that of Plato, who doub⸗ 
on whether he chold put women among reaſonable o2 vnrea- 
ſonable treatures, who alſo gaue thanks to Nature eſpeciallie 
fo2 thzec things, whereof the firſt and cheefeſt was, that ſhee 
bad made him a man and not a woman. J omitte that of Ari- 
ſtocle; Who alleaging the inconaemiencie of too timely marria⸗ 
go8,erpzMroth this as the eſpetial incommoditie,that it is the 
Anthoz of ſuportluities, good foz nothing but to fill the wo2ld 
with women. Ready ouer all Homer, and you ſhall neuer al- 
mole} him bꝛing in Inno, but bꝛawling and jarring with Tu- 
piter,noting therby what an vꝛkeſome kind of people they are. 
In ſomne Countries therefdꝛe, the Bꝛide at the day of her ma⸗ 
riage, is crowned by the Patrons with a Garland ot pꝛickles, 
and lo deliuered to hor huſband, that he may know he hath ty⸗ 
ed himſelfe to n thoꝛnie plealure. The Maſſagets told Pompe 
they lay with their wiues but once a weeke, becauſe they wold 
m. their ſcoldings in the day”, noz their pulings in the 
n 
But What Gout Iſpend mp viicke, wake my paper.ſtub 
— erineAn painting fozth theyꝛ taly imperfenions, and per- 
pecinſhneſſe, when as howe many hapꝛes thep haue cn 
their heads, ſo many ſnares they will find fo2 anede to ſnarle 
men in, hol manpboices all of them haue, Id many vices cach 
ons of them hath, how man tongues. ſo many tales, how mas 
ny eyos; ſo manp allurements. Whatthall J lap? They haue 
So A.ti1t, mo2e 
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moꝛe ſchyfts then Tone had ſundzy ſhapes, who in the ſhape of 
a Saty2e inueigled Antiope, tooke Amphitrios fozme, when 
on Alcmena he begat Hercules, fo Danae he came in a ſhowze 
of gold, to Læda in the likenes of a wan, to Io like a Pepfer, 
to Age like a flame, fo Mnemoſyue like a Sheephearde, to 
Proſerpina like a Serpent, ta Paſiphae like a Bull, to the 
Nimph Nonacris in the likenes of Apollo. Foz crueltie they 
ſceme moꝛe terrible then Tygers, was not Orpheus the ex⸗ 
tellenteſt Puſition in any memoꝛy, tozne in peeces by Mo⸗ 
men, becauſe foz ſozrew of his wife Euridice, he did not onelie 
bimſelfe refuſe the loue of manp women, and lined a ſole life, 
but alſo diſſiwaded fro their company. Did net mercileſſe Mis 
nerua, turne the hayzes of Meduſa, whom hee hated into hyſ⸗ 
ſing Adders, ThereW2ec (& how farre they ſwerue from 'thepz 
purpoſe, who with Greene colours, ſeeke to garniſh ſuch Goz- 
gonlike ſhapes, Js not witchcraft eſpecialiy vpholden by was 
men: whither men oꝛ women be moꝛe pꝛone vntocarnail cũ⸗ 
cupiſcence, J referre them to Thebane Tyreſias, "who gau 
tudgment againſt them long agoe, what their impudencie is, 
let Antiquitie be Arbiter , Did not Calphernias impudentie, 
(who was ſo impoztunate and bnreaſonable in pleading ber 
owne cauſe) gine occaſion of a Law to be made,that nener Wos 
man — oulde openly pleade her owne cauſe in Courtes of 
iudgment. 

Sabina may be a glaſſe foz them to ſe their pꝛide in, , who 
vlually bathed herſelfe in the milke of fue hundzed Alles, fo 
pꝛeſerue her beauty, Galeria alſo that gallant Dame, which 
(co2ned the golden Pallace of the Emperour Nero, as not cus * 
rious inough to ſh2oude her beauty, pea Cleopatra accozding 
to Xiphilinus indgment,was not laine W venimous Snakes, 
but with p bodkin that the curled her hayze. To tõclude, what 
pꝛide haue they left vnpzaciſed, what enticement to luſt haue 
they not tried: 

Did they imagine that beautie to be mclf commendable, 
which is leaſt coloured, and that face moſt faire, which ſeldom 
melt comes into the 2 apꝛe, they would neuer ſet ROW 

nes 
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ſelues ko be ſeene, ne pet woulde they tauet tu leaue impꝛeſli⸗ 
ons of their beaut ies in ather mens bodies, nt ihe fozme: 6f 
their faces in other mens fancies, But women though want 
of wiſedome are grotwune: to ſuch wantonn eite; that vppon no 
occaſion they will croſſe the Crete, tu haue a glaunts ot ſome 
Gallant, deeming that men by one Ioke of them, ſhaulde be in 
lone with them, and will not ſtick ta make an errant auer the 
wap, to purchaſe a Paramtur to helpe at a pinche, who vnder 
her huſbands, that hoddy-peckes noſe, muſt haue all the deſtil⸗ 
ling dew of his delicate Roſe, leaning him onely a ſweet ſenf, 
good.inough foz ſuch a ſenceleſſe late. 
At was a tuſtome in Greece, that every. marriedwoman, 
as ſaone as the was betrothed to her huſbande, fhoulde touche 
fire and water, that an the'fire purgeth gporifieth: althinges, 
and the water is cleane, andofnature fitte ta clarifie enerie 
part of the body, and to ſette the face free from any ſpat, except 
it be an Ethiopian blot, ſo the would reſerng herſeife chaſte and 
bnvefiled to hae -buſband her bead. In Bocoa'thep will not ſuf⸗ 
fer a new married wiſe at firſt to gas over the thꝛeſhelde, bes 
tauſe ſhe ſhould ſeeme vn willing to enter in there, where ſhre 
ſhould leaus and lay aſide her chaſtitie. In the ſame place alſo 
they burne the Arletree of a Cart befozethe dos of the bꝛyde, 
after ſhe is married, ftgnifying that ſhe ought not to gadve a⸗ 
b2oade,as though that Were rtmmued which might moue her 
to make anperrants vnta an ather place. | 
In Rome the bzide was wont to come in with ber bpyndle 
and her diſtaffe at her ſide, at the day of her mariage, and her 
huſband crowned and cdpaſſed the Gates with her parne, hut 
now adaies Towe is either too dre az too daintie, ſo that if 
bee will maintaine the cuſfeme , hee muſt erowne his Gates 
with their Scarfes, Periwigs, Bzacelcts,and Duches, which 
unpozts thus much vnto vs, that aides and Matrons now 
adaies be moze charia ul their ſtoze, fo that they will be ſare 
they will not ſpend t much ſpittle with ſpynning, yea they2 
needles are neftles,foz they lay the aſide as neediefe,foz fears 
of Aer a their fingers, when 3 are painting thepz faces, 
nay, 
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nay they will abandon that trifling which may ſtay them at 
home, but if the temperature ofthe wether will not permitte 
them ta pop into the open ayꝛe, a papꝛe of cardes better pleas 
ſeth her thẽ a peece of cloth her beades then her booke, a bowle 
full of wine then a handfull of wooll, delighting moze in a 
daunte then in — almes, to plap with her dogge then 
to pꝛaꝝ to her God: ſetting moge by a loue Letter, then þlawe 
of the Loꝛd, by one Pearle then twenty Pacer noſters. Shee 
had rather view her face a whole moꝛning in a loking Claſſe, 
then wozke by the howze Glaſſe, ſhee is moze ſparing of her 
Spanich needle then her Spaniſh gloues, occuptes oftner per 
fefting ee Nepp en moꝛe in her Jewels,then 
in ber Jeſas ! 

Is this cozrdſpondent to the modelle of Paydens, andthe 
maners of Patrons, nay, rather it ſeemes that law is turned 
to libertie, and honeſt cinilitie info impudent ſhamefaſts 
nes. Antient antiquuie was woont to bee ſuch a ſtoptall ob 
ſeruer of continencie, that women were not permikter m 
much as to kiſſe their Minſmen, tillthe'T — man 
atfemptev it in Italie, fo when us by the of tempeſtious 
ſtoꝛmes they were calt vpon the Italian Coalte,and each man 
landed vpon whom the ſalf ſea fome had not ſeaſed, the Wos 
men beeing wearie of they2 pzkeſome trauaile and long and 
tedious toyle, abho2ring the ſight of the Seas, ſet the hypgon 
a light fire, by reaſon ot᷑ the which deed, they deeading the diſ⸗ 
pleaſurcoftheirÞuſbandes;'ran euer one to their Kinſman, 
killing moſt kindly, and embꝛacing moſt amiabiꝝ enery ons 
that they mette: from that time fozth to this pꝛeſent, it hath 
beene taken vp foz a cuſtome, not to be {paring in that kind of 
curteſie,  . 

But now craffie Cupid pzacifing the wonted fleights and 
chufling his ſhafts, medifates! new ſhifts, wich each amo⸗ 
rous Courfter by his veneriall experience may coniecturallie 
tanteiue. Menelaus haſpitalitie mouod:pdung Paris to adulte⸗ 
rie. I ſay no moꝛe pou knowe the reſt, the wiſer can applx it. 
| oe woozthy are the Eſſenians to be extolled foz their wyſe⸗ 
a dome, 
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dome, who abhozre the company of Women , and defclf the 
poſſeſſion of gold and ſiluer, and thep to be deemed as ſoothing 
flatterers, who ſpende ſo much paper about a pꝛopoſit ion of 
pꝛaiſe, ſette apart from anꝝ apparance of pꝛobabilitie. Perad- 
uenture they thinke, that as the Poets inuent that Atlas vp⸗ 
holds the Peauens with his ſhoul ders, becanſe by an excellent 
imagination he found out the courſe of the ſtars, even. ſo they 
by compiling of Pamphlets in their Piſtreſſe pꝛaiſes, fo be 
called the reſtoꝛers of womankind. But idle heads are vſuaily 
occupied about ſuch trifling texts, wanton wits: are ccmbzed 
with thoſe wonted fittes, ſuch buſie bzaines owe where they 
reape [mall gaines. When witte giues place to will, and rea⸗ 
fon to affection, then follte with full ſaile launcheth fwzth moſt 
deſperaflie into the deepe. Did they conſider that that pꝛayſe 
is onely pꝛiuiledged in wile mens opinion, wich oncty p20- 
teedes from the penne of the pzayſed, they would haue pauſed 
a.while vpon the woꝛthleſſe imputation of ſuch pꝛodigall com⸗ 
mendation, and conſulted foz their credit in the compoſition of 
ſome other moze pꝛoſſtable contrary ſubiect. 

Jleaus theſe in their ſollie, and haſten to ofher mens fu- 
rie, who make the P; eſſe the dunghill, whether they carry all 
the muck of their mellancholicke imaginations , pꝛetending 
fo:ſooth to anatomize abuſes, and ſtubbe vp fin by the rootes, 
wht as there waſte paper beeing wel viewed, ſcemes fraught 
With nought els lane dogge dates effects, who wꝛeſting places 
of Scripture againſt pꝛide, whozedome , couetouſnes, glutts- 
nie, and dzunkenneſſe, extend their inucctines fo farre againſt 
the abuſe, that almoſt the things remaines not whereof they 
admitte ante lawfull vie.” Speaking of pꝛide, as though they 
were afraid ſome body ſhould cut too large peniwozthes out of 
their cloth: of couetouſnes, as though in them that Pꝛouerbe 
bad beene verified, Nullus ad amiſſas ibit amicus opes : of gluttos 
nie, as though thetr liuing did lye vppon another mans tren- 
cher: of dzynkenneſfle, as though they had beene b2cught vppe 
all the daxes of their life with bead and water: and finally of 
whozedome, as though they 1 * Eunuches from theys 
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cravdle;oz blind from the howꝛe of their conception. But as the 
Stage player is nere the happier , becanſe hee repꝛeſents off 
times the perſons of mightie men, as of Kings à Emperours, 
ſo I actount ſuch men neuer the holier „ becauſe they. place 
pꝛaiſe in paint ing fooꝛth other mens imperfections. - 
Thelſe men reſemble Trees, which are wont efffoones fo 
die, if they be fruitfull beyond their wont, eaen ſs they to die 
in vertue, if they once oucrſhoote themſelues too much wyth 
inueighing againſt vice, to be bzatneſicke in woꝛkes if they be 
foo fruitfull in wo2ds. And cuen as the Uultures lay nothing 
themfelues, but p2ay bpon y which ol other is ſlapne, ſo theſe 
men inueigh againſt no new vice, which. heeretofoze by the 
cenſuresof the learned hath not beene ſharply condemned, but 
teare that peecemeale wiſe, which long ſinte by ancient w2yz 
ters was wounded to the death, ſo that ont of their fozepaſſed 
— 04d" their Pamphlets, out of their volumes, theyz 
innectiues Good Gaz, that thoſe that neuer taſted of any thing 
ſaue the excrements of Artes, whole thzedde-bare knowledge 
being bought at the ſecond hand, is fpotted;blemithed, and de⸗ 
faced, thꝛough franſlaters rigoꝛous rude dealing, ſhoulde pꝛe⸗ 
ferre their flattered ſutes, befoze other mens glittering goꝛ⸗ 
gious array, ſhould offer them water out ofa muddie pit, who 
haue continually recourſe to the Fountaine, oꝛ dꝛegs to daink, 
who haue wine fo fell. ſcire tuum nihil eſt, niſi te ſcire hoc ſci- 
at alter. Thy knowledge bootes thee not a button, except ano⸗ 
ther knowes that thou half this knowledge. Anacharſis was 
wont fo ſay, that the Athenians vſed money to no other ende 
buf to tell if, caen ſo theſe men make noother vſe of learning. 
but to ſhewe it. But as the Panther ſmelleth fweetelie bat 
onely to bzyte/beaſfes, which ſhee daaweth vnto her to theyz 
deſtruction, not to men in like maner,ſo'theſe men leeme lear⸗ 
ned fo none but to Fdiots, who with a coloured ſhew of zeale, 
they allure vnto them to their illuſion, and not to the learned 
in like ſozt. J know not howe it delighteth them to put they2 
— in —.— mans boate, and their fate in bn mans 
pid. 
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pidam, az that oz atozicall faunt, Quam quiſque norit artem in ea 
ſe exerceat : with the Elephant to wade. and wallowe m the 
thallow water, when they .woulde ſoner ſincke then ſwym in 
the deepe Niuer, to be connerſant in thoſe Authozs which they 
cannot vnderſtande, but by the tranſlatour their Jnterp2efer, 
tso vaunte reading when the ſum of their diuinitie conſilks in 
twopennie Catichiſmes: and vet their ignoꝛaunt zeale wpll 
p2eſnmnptuouſly pzeTe into the Pꝛeſſe, enquiring molt curiouſs 
lie info euery coꝛner of the Common wealth, cazrecing that 
ſinne in others, wherwith they are coꝛrupted themſelues. To 
pꝛeſcribe rules of life, belongeth not to the ruder ſoꝛte, to cons 
demne thoſe callings which are appꝛwued by publique autho⸗ 
ritie, argueth a pꝛoude contempt of þ Magiſtrates ſuperiozity. 
Protogenes knew Apelles by one lyne, neuer other wiſe ſcene, 
and you may knawe theſe mens ſpirit by they2 ſpeeche, their 
minds by their medling,their folly by their ph2aſe.Uiew their 
wozkes,andknow their vanitie, ſe the 3Bookes bearing their 
name, and ſmile in thy fleeue at their ſhame. A ſmall ſhip in a 
HallowRiner;ſemes a huge thing, but in the ſea a very litle 
veſſell, eaen ſo each frifling Pamphlet to the ſimpler ſozte, a 
molt ſubſtantiall ſubiect, whereof the wiſer lightly account, 
and the learned laughing contemne, Therefaꝛe moze earneſt. 
ly J agranate their faulte, becauſe their crime is crept info 
credit, and their doinges diemed deuotion, when as purpoſelie 
to —— mans deſpight, they bzing into act their cholericke 
m « 

A common pꝛaciiſe it is now adates.which bꝛeedes our com- 
mon calamitie, that the cloake of 5eale, ſhoulde be vnto an hy⸗ 
poerite in ſteed of a coate of Maile, a pzetence of puritie, a pen - 
tile fo2 iniquitic, a gloſe of godlines, a couert foꝛ all naughti⸗ 
nes. When men ſhall pabliquelie make pꝛofeſſion of a mo2ze 
inward calling, and ſhall ware cold in the wozkes of charitie, 
And feruent in malice, liberall in nothing but in lauiſhe back⸗ 
byfing, holding hoſpitalitie ſoꝛ an eſchewed hereſie, and the 
perfozmance of good wozkes foz Papiſtrie, may wee nat then 
W to that caueat of Chꝛiſt in the Golpell, Cauete ab 
B. iii. hipocritis. 
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ipocritit. It is not the wꝛithing of the face, the beauing pps 

. the eyes fo heauen, that ſhall keepe theſe men, from haning 
their poztion in hell. Might they be ſaued by their books, then they 
bane the Bible alwaies in their boſome, and ſo had the Phas 
riũes the Lawe embzoidered in their garments. Might the 
name of the Church infeaffe them in the kingdem of Chꝛiſt, 
they will include it onely.in their touenticles, and bounde it 
euen in Barnes, which many times they make their meting 
place, and will ſhameleſlie face men out, that they are the 
Church millitant heere vpon earth, whe as they rather (&@me 
a company of Palecontents,vnwozthy tob2eath on the earth. 
Might the boaſt of the ſpirit pind to their eeues, make them 
clect befozeall other, they will make men beltene, they doe no- 
thing whereto the ſpirit dooth not perſwade them, and what 
Heretiques were there euer that did not arrogate as much to 
themlelues. Thele they be that publiquely pꝛetende a moz8 
regenerate holines, being in their pꝛiuate Chambers the ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſe imitation of Yowliglaſſe. It is too tedious to the Regs 
der, to attend the cirtumſtaunce of their ſeuerall ſhpſtes, the 
lothlomneſſe of their guilefull wiles „ the frac path oftheyz 
treacherie: you know them Without my diſcourſe,and can de⸗ 
ſcribe their bypocriſie, though I be not the Notarie of their ins 
iquitie. Seeing their wozks, ſhun theyz waies, - 
Another (ozt of men there are, who though not addicted fo 
Cuch counterfet curioſitie, yet are they infected with a farther 
impꝛobabilitie, challenging knowledge vnto thẽſelues of dee⸗ 
per miſteries, wh? as with Thales Mileſius they ſiæ not what 
is vnder their fete, ſearching moze curiouſlie into the ſecrets 
of nature, whenas in reſpect of deeper knowledge, they ſeeme 
meere nafurals, coueting with the Phznux to appꝛoche ſo nye 
to the ſunne, that they are ſcoꝛcht with his beames, and con- 
founded with his bzightnes. Who made them ſs pꝛiuie to the 
ſecrets of the Almightie, that they ſhould fozetell the tokens ol 
bis w2ath, oz terminate the time of his vengeaunce. But 
lightly ſome newes attends the ende of euerp Tearme, ſome 
Ponllers are bookt, though not bzed againſt vacation times, 
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Which are Fraight waie diuerſly diſpearſt into euerie quarter, 
io that at length they become the Alehoule talke of every Car⸗ 
ter: yea the Country Plowman feareth a Calabrian floodde 
in the mid(t of a furrowe, and the ſulie Sheephearde commit⸗ 
ting dis wandering ſheepe to the cuſfodte of his wappe, in his 
field naps, dꝛeameth of flying Dꝛagons, which:foz feare leaſt 
be ſhould ſee to the loſſe of his ſight, he falleth a ſleepe, no ſtar 
he ſeeth in the night but -ſcemeth.a Comet, hee lighteth no ſw⸗ 
ner on a quagmpꝛe, but he thinketh this is the fozetold Earth⸗ 
quake wherof his boy hath the Ballet. 

Thus are the ignoꝛant deluded, the ſimple miſuſed, and 
the ſacred Science of Aſtronomie viſcredited, x in truth what 
leaſings will not make-ſhyfts inuent foz money ?: What wyl 
they not faine fo2 gaine? Hence come our babling Ballets, 
and our new found Songs and Sonets, which enery rednoſe 
Fidler path at his fingers end, and euery'tgnozant Ale knight 
will bzeath foꝛth ouer che potte, as ſone as his bꝛaine wax⸗ 
eth hote. Be it a truth which they would tune, they enterlace 
it with a lys oꝛ two to make meeter, not regarding veritie, ſo 
they may make vppe the verſe, not vnlike to Homer, who 
cared not what be fained, ſo hee might make his Countrimen 
famous. But as the ſtraighteſt things being put info water, 
ſeeme crooked, ſo the credibleſt trothes, it onte they come with 
in compaſſe of theſe mens wits, ſeeme tales. Mere it that the 
infamie of their ignoꝛaunce, did redoundonelie vppon them 
ſelues, J tould be content to applꝝ my ſpechotherwite, then 
to their Apuleyan eares, but ſith they obtaine the name of aur 
Cnaliſh Poets, and thereby make men thinke moꝛe baſelie of 
the wittes of our Countrey, J cannot but turne them out of 
their counterfet linerie, and bꝛand them in the foꝛeheade, that 
all men may know their falſhood. Well may that ſaying of 
Campanus be applyed to our Engliſh Poets, which dee ſpake 
of them in his time: They make (ſaith he) Poetry an occupa- 
tion, lying is their lyuing, and fables are their mooueables, if 
thou takeſt away trifles, ſillie ſoules they will famiſh for hun- 
ger. At were to be wiſhed, that the acts of the ventrous , 2 
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the pꝛaiſe of the-vertoous were by pabligue Cdicp2ohibiteyz 
by ſach mens merry monthes to be ſo odieuſtie extolde, as ra 
ther bzeedes defeſtation then admiration, lothing then lyking; 
What politique Counſatlour 02 valiant Souldier will top oz 
gloꝛie of this, in that ſome ftitcher, Meauer, ſpendth2ift; 83 
Fidler, hath uffted o2 flubberd vp a few ragged Rimes, in 
the memoziall of the ones p2zndence, 02 the others: pzoweſle, 
It makes the learned ſozt tobe ſent, whe as they le bnlegse 
ned ſots ſo inſolent. 
CTbeſe Buſſards thinke knowledge a burthen, tapping it 
befoꝛe they haut halle tunde it, venting it befoze they haue fil- 
led it, in whom that ſaying ofthe D2ato2 is verified. e Aure ai 
dicendum quam ad copnaſcendum veniunt. They come to ſpeake 
before they come to know. They tontemne arts as vnp2ofÞ 
fable, contenting themſelues with a little Conntrey Gram» 
mer knowledge god wofe, thanking God with that abſcebarie 
Pꝛieſt in Lincolneſhire, that he neuer knewe what that Ro- 
miſh popiſh Latine meant. Uerie requiſitc were it, tit ſuch 
blockbeads, had ſome Albadanenfis Appolonius, to ſend them 
to ſome other mechanicall Arte, that they migþt-not thus be 
the ſtaine of Arte. Such kind of Poets were they that Plato 
excluded from his Common wealth, and Auguſtine baniſhed 
ex ciuitate Dei; Which the Romans derided , and the Lacedæ 
monians fcozned, who wold not ſuffer one of Archilocus bokes 
lo remaine in their Countrep, andamiſle if were not, if theſe 
which meddle with the Arte they knowe not, were brquethed 
to Bꝛidwell, there to learne a new occupation: ſe as the Bas 
ſiliſke with his hilſe, dꝛiueth all other Serpents from p place 
dk his aboad, ſo theſe rude Rithmours with their iarring verſe, 
allienate all mens mindes from deligbting in numbers excels 
lence, which they haue ſo defaced; that wee may well exclaims 
with the Poet, Quantum mutatus ab illo. 
But leaſt J ſhould be miſtaken as an enemie fo Poetrie, 
02 at leaſt not taken as a friend to that —— J baue thought 
good to make them pꝛiuie to my mind, by expꝛelling my meas 
_ J account of Poetrie, as of amoze hidden t dunne 1 


of Abſardine, | 
of Philoſophy, enwzapped in blinde Fables and darke ffozies, 
wherin the painciples ol maʒe extellent Arts and moꝛrall pꝛe⸗ 
cepts of manners, illuſtrated with diuers examples of other 
Kingdomes and Countries ars contained : fog amongſt the 
Greciang there Poets befoze there were any Philoſo⸗ 
phers, who embzaced entirely the ſtudie of wiledome, as Ci- 
cero teſtifieth in his Tuſculanes, whereas þefaith, that of all 
_ of men, Poets are antient, who to the intent they 
allure men with a gfkater longing to learning, haue fo- 
ſwestnes of nerſe, and variety af nuention, 


ich men ia ward tu the attaimng 

. anythat ting things are rather atunirde if they 
in ant 

e ſame with 


wittie fictou; like to Pearles that delight 
i then be deeper ſette in gold. Wherfaze — 


ieh haue ſpent all their 
(n-the other. Foz evenas in Uines, the Cxajes 
cenched vnder thebzanches 
— — in Pema, thethinges 


— nr norte Fables-that 


out either of Piſſozies,o2 out of the Phiſicks 02 Cthicks,wher 
byon Eraſmus Roterdamus very wittilte termes Poetry, a 
daintie diſh ſeaſoned with delights of euery kind at viſapline. = 
Nawe wbetber ryming be Poetry, J — — 
of the learned: vea let the inditterent Reader dinine . what 

deepe miſſerte can be placed vnder plodding meter. Who is 
it, that reading Beni of cin fozbeare langbing, if 
be marke bat ſemubling ſiyft be to ende his verſes u 
IS —— — payss bythe NIV the 
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Hle ſmote lis ſonne on the breaſt: : 
That he neuer after ſpolec wich Clark nor Prieſt 
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But tat theſe paſs-ns wozne out 'abſurdities; E 
not at this inſtant tu vage (as'y miqdt) the Ine intante 
Authozoof our tune, ler in laying fozththele natodrome; 4 
might ſees to baue diſcouered my mallite, imitating Aar 
As theſe men offend inthe impudent Lin ing 10 flew 
vanitie, ſo others onerthotethifeluts as much another 
EE 


* 


condemne them of laſciuiouſnes, vanitie, 
vnder fayned Stozies include 

reine in their owne hands: the fraits ot idienes, the ul 

of luſt, and hom anaileable good educationsare bnto vortuti 
In which their pꝛeciſer tenſute, they reſemble th that calt a- 
way the nutte ſoꝛ miſlike of the ſhall; E are ite to thoſe which 
loath the fraite fas the leaues, the one lower, be⸗ 
cauſe y other is bitter. Jt may be ſome dꝛ vente whoſs - 
bald affected eloque s function'$dious, better be⸗ 
leming a pꝛiuie then a pulpit ;/ a-milermhing Clowne in a 
Comedy , then choſen man in the Pinilterie , willcry out 


of Abſurllrle, 
that it daades &feabbe to the conſciento, lo ptruſe ſuch Pam⸗ 
— — duncerie, and bꝛeeding 
amiſlike-of ſuch tedious dolta barbariſme, by the view ol their 
rethozicallinuention,@uch trifling fudies ſay they infect the 
minde the manners, as though the minde were 
— —— K 
ugbts by c Sunne-bezmes fouch- 

ing the earth, — thex tame, ſo a wyle 
mans mind, althengh ſometimes by chance it wandereth here 
and there, yet it hath recourſe-in Faied pteres to that it ought, 
But graunt the matter to be fabulous,is if therſoꝛe frivolous? 
Is there not vuver; Fables, cuen as under in we — 
greene and fluziſhingicaues, moſt picaſa n 
cretu. and a further meaning cloſely — Vir 
Sl under thoconertofa Fable, expzeſſe that dinine wilkerie, | 
—— 

aa noi a 


bis . it apptareth, — 
Dencalions Delnge,/is bnderſtede, not (as ſome will) that C- 
nundation, whereby in times paſt, Greece and Italic was o- 
uerflolune, and the Ile Atlanta beſtroied, but that vniuerſall 
flood which was in the time ol Noe Foz thus Lucian waiteth 
in that place, that it was receiued foz a chmon opinion among 
the Grecians, that this generation ofmen-thatnowe is; bath 
not been from the beginning, but that it which firſt was, whe» 
lp perriſhed,and this ſecond ſozt of men Which-now are, be of a 
newe treation, growing into ſuch amultitude by Deucalion 
and Pirrhas meanes. As touching the men of the firſt wozlde, 
thus much (faith he) is committed tomemozie, that when as 
they began to be puft vppe with pꝛide of their pꝛoſperitie, they 
e 23 by impunitie, neither re⸗ 
gar ding 


ay ſuburbs, $ 1 — 
their paꝛches, were nowe the. walke ol the anten the dennes 
of the Dolphin, and the ſpozfing places of the huge Leuiathan: 
men might haue ficht wpere they ſold ſh; bad they not by the 
ſuddaine baeaking foozth of the woes been made a pa vn⸗ 
to fiſh : the child in the cradle could not be ſaued by the embza⸗ 
tings ol the dying mother, the aged Criple remouing his wea⸗ 
rie ſteps by ſtilts, was faine to vie them in ſteed of Oares, till 
at length his diſmaied gray haires deſpairing of the fight of a- 
ne ſhoare, gaue place to death and rn 
deepe,and ſo the bellie of the Whale became bia graus. 

The earth after this ſazt bising ercluded from the number- 
of the Elements, there was nomemozie left of mankinde iv: 
this watry dy but anely in Deucalions Arke, wa in re⸗ 
garde of his pzudence and pietie, was reſerued to this ſecunde 
generation, who hauing made a treat Arke wherin he put his 
wife andchildzen, fooke fwo-beaſtes of enerp kind as wel Li⸗ 
ans as Serpents, Yawkes as Partriches, Molues as Lams 
bes, Fares as Geeſe, amongſt which there was ſuch mutuall 
conco2d, that as they were harmeleſſe towarves hun, ſo they 
were hurtleſſe ons towards anafber, al which ſailed _ dam 
till the waters ceaſed. 

Betherto Lucian an Heathen Poet. Plutarch alt recozs 
deth in his Treatiſe De induſtria animalium, that a Doue bees 
ing ſent ont of Deucalions Arke, ſhewed the waters ceaſing. 
By theſe pꝛofes it is euident, that by Deucalions Deluge is 
vnderſtode Noes flood, becauſe the very like thinges are ſette 
done! in Geneſis, of une Beaſtes reteiued h Noe into the 


Arke, 
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they be chvaked with ths haun dane they tan come at the 
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pont, euen fo vouth baing ready to v ke moze waighfie 
auen ought kx cafe be ptinitedtolwke aſide fo-la 
us toyes; lea@the pleaſare of the one; ſhould ae 


ofthe yꝛolit us che other. woul there were not any. as 
be many, who in Poets and Viltoziographers, reade no 
things ta thepampering of their pzinate Venus 

parpdſely publiſhed tu the ſuppꝛeſling of that — br; 
ring Cupid. Theſe be the Sppders which ſacke povſon out of 
the han rome. and cozruption out pf the hotieſt thinges, here⸗ 
in reſembling thoſe that are troubled with a Feuer, in whome 
diuers things haue diuers eſfeus, that is fo ſay of hote things 
they warecaldzofcold things bote, oz of Tygers, which by the 
fond of melodious Anfſkraments are dꝛiuen into madneffe; 
which men are wont to expellinelancholic. Me that wil ſeeke 
taꝝ a Pearle, muſt firſttearne to knowit when he ſees it, leaſt 


wean when her ündes it, 1 a nought wozth _ 
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ble his Iqbal}; 2 and they that couet to 
nn — —¼ 
ning knowledge. be toe ther tan aſpire tothe nerſertiũ vt their 
deſixed kyowledgs, leaſt the n of _ mn 
tant end o their trauell. wi Faves 4011 
_ Who ſo duc heth vp follies-tecrecdilie, nom 
pation.of cecreations @1d delight big day labour - May.happef 
moue — trot — — wit te, and a Fools 
bim ſeite langþing paſſime at other mens fols 
to him bo dainking; Mine muncderat lp, bo« 
ſides. that hau meis- Wallgiues dolanedzrgs, at length 
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dies al delight, whers 
withyoung. © edo beſobt6d,, that then fo2lake ſous 
> - Ares to followe — — „not vnlike ta hun 


ching but a halter 
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| if to baine-gloziew to-eloguence : if to p;olounde. 
ano edge » fo Ariſtotle : if laſciuiaus, good in ſome Enge 
| deviſe of vere, onde, a paſling potmnany/ a: paſſing 

Peet. ALLY Th. Tr; ATT 
" I'wnight bans fictedanens enerall affections with:heir n- 
wp udies, but that 3 am -afraide- there:be.many aſhomed of 
their ſtudieg, which 4 will not repeate e 
when as they reads iheir repꝛoche. 
At is a thing of no paines 02 experience, [mms atths 
pzaciſes of the pꝛoude, the ſecret inclinations ai the coue tous, 
the imaginations ef þ inceſtuous, the hooded hypocriſie of thoſs 
that pꝛetend puritie,'which things beeing pꝛactiled in youth, 
becoms trades of p;ofite in age. An bſuall thing it 4s; that the 
flower of-our yeercs ſhould be the fountaine of follie, which by 
the conduit pype of contiuuall cuſtoms connetance, cauſeth the 
gray 3 to a inſfecid vnto their 
| graues. 


of Abſafdice, I 
granes: When the envenoz of portth ſhal pꝛoue nanght els but 
rr le tpat a 9 life hall 
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bath foablinded many looftn vertutʒ they to⸗ 
net to reſtraine wiſedome vnelp to their wicked wates;conchs 
ding that in the imitatton of their actions, conſiſts the dygyh 
war to happines, betauſe their humoꝛ is ſuch , tondemning 
that tate of lia wich is anentmie ta their vicious appetites; 
— —— ——— — ring oz t 
in integritie ol life; whites in the one and in the 
will regarde no mo2e then anaileth to their aduantage. 
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peritie, would hut caſt their exe on the one ive to future alte 
thinke:of a further felicitie, beholding avulerſitie 
ene wh contempt with follies repentant Robes,compaſ- 
infteedafa gyzdle „ guarded with 
fegnys,,n0 anied with friends, hating .fozrmomenta- 
rie plealareendieſs T paine; death without date fo; a dyſſolute 
life repented too late, they woulde then ſo behaue thenſelues 
heere bpon earth; asthey might haue a @auionr.inheauen. 
Pauſanias King ofthe Lacedemonians, bydding Simonides 
fo wan ee intreated him ta ſpeak ſome 
5 poor npennmngt oo -why:then|{quath: - 
thou art a man. Mich ping, Rauſanias ſ an. 
ſed, afterward beeing in pzylon_ in CL 
almoſt 
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carcieth whole tries und huge ones w þivious rearine 
downe his ſfreames; ſo the Courts is us it were # denonrine 
Dulle of gold,and theconfumptionofcopne, Jt fareth with 
as if did with Calchas that running Soethſayer, who bird 
lozrowe berate Mopkusſarpalt him in ſcience; io il they sc 
— in bzanerieztm whale Keys at ttery inchokhe 


How 


of Abſurditie. 


Howe farre are theſe fondlings frb imitating Crates the 
Philoſopber, who to the intent that he might moze quietly ſtu⸗ 
die Philoſophy, thꝛew all his goods into the ſea, faying,hence 
from me you s appetites, J had rather dzowne you, 
then you ſhould dzowne me. By this that hath beene alreadie 
ſette down,it may plainely appeare, that where pꝛide beareth 
\way,boſpitalitie decates, nay this kind of men, will neuer be 
ſaued by their woꝛkes, in ſo much as the pooze alwates myſſe, 
as often as they ſeeke to them foz almes, pea they ſ&me onely 
to be bozne foʒ themſelues, and not to benefife any els, who 
with the woers of Penelope, will by their Pozters, p2ohibite 
the pooꝛe from hauing acceſſe vnto their po2ches; terming the 
the marrers of mirth, and pꝛoturers of ſadnes: but what ende 
de they pꝛopounde to themſelues in their pꝛodigall expences, 
but the feeding of their Miſtris fancie., and ß foſtering ol their 
lawlede luſts, ſhꝛouding vnder their Purple roabes and em⸗ 
b:opdered apparrell,a bart ſpotted with all abuſes;wherefoze 

may be aptlie reſembled top Ægiptian Tempies, which 
without are goodly and great, their ” walles arriſing vnto a 
huge beight, with ſtatelie Marble turrets, but if you goe in 
and lake about you, you ſhall find foz a God, either a Stozke, 
a Goate, a Cat,o2 an Ape. Did they conſider that nov/?s- fed 
virtus haminens euchit, they would reicc all ſuperfluitic as fins 
full, and betake themſelues to a moze temperate moderation 
in each degree ol erteſſe. 

'  Whenas the outward garment, not the inwarde vertne 
mult be faine to commend a man: it is all one, as if a man ſhold 
lone the Snake foꝛ bis gray coloured ſkin, 02 poiſon becauſe it 
is in a ſiluer peece, aꝛ pilgrim ſalue becauſe it is in a painted 
boxe. It is learning and knowledge which are the onely o2na- 
ments of a man, which furniſheth the tongue with wiſedome, 
and the hart with vnderſtanding, which maketh the childzen 
of the needy poꝛe, to become noble Peres, and men of obſcure 
parentage, to be equall with P2inces in poſſeſſions, with whb 
if you talke of lineall diſtents, they will lay befoze you the 
pence,being able fo fetch their 1 from no antient _ 

. excep 
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except it be from ſome olde Hogſtie, deriuing theirkindzed kr 
the Coffer, not from the Conqueſt, neither can they vaunt as 
ny nofable ſeruice of their auncitrꝝ in the field,but can tel you 
bow their Grandſire vſed to ſette his folde,neither do J ſpeak 
this to the diſgracing deriſion of verfaous Nobilitie, which J 
reuerence in each reſpect, bubonely endeuour ſummarilie to 
ſhewe, what goodlie buildings Foztune doth raiſe on vertues 
lender foundations. I am not ignoꝛaunt, that many times the 
tcouetous ignoꝛant, ſcrapeth that from the taple of the Plowe, 
which maketh all his after poſteritie thinke ſcoꝛne to looke on 
the plough, they ouerſeeing that by a ſeruant, on which they 
father was as Lilſman attendant, beeing franſlafed by his 
tople from the Parriſh, good man Webbe in the Countrey, to 
a pertly Gentleman in the Court,beftowing moze at one time 
on the Yerralde foz Armes, then his Father all bis life tyme 
gane inalmes.No matter though (ach vanting vpſfarts, which 
haue as little vertue as antiquitie to honeſt their poſterity,be- 
tome the (coffe of a Scholler, and the ſtale of a Cour tier, which 
will make them if they faile heereafter in Nobilitie of byzth, 
ta ſeeke it by learning. 

An times paſt, ignozance in eache ſere was ſo odious, that 
women as well as men, were well ſeene in all liberall Sci- 
ences; was not Gracchus who was counted a moſt excellent 
Oꝛatoꝛ. inſtructed by his Mother Cornelia in eloquence? what 
ſhould J ſpeake of Aripithis, the Ring of Scichias Son, whom 
his mother Iſtrina likewiſe inſtructed in the elements of the 
Greeke tongue. But leaſt in pzayſingof learning in ſo learned 
an age, J ſhould bzing manifeſt truethes into queſtion, and ſa 
{warue from the Logicians pꝛeſcriptions, oꝛ by dilating on ſo 
affluent an argument, might ſeeme to gather ſfones on the ſea: 
Hoare, J will ceaſe to pꝛoſecute the pꝛaiſe of if, and will pꝛo⸗ 
pound vnto you the ſpectall plague that is iminent vnto if, 

Science hath no enemie but the ignozauntf,who confemne 
it as vile, becauſe their groſſe capacitie perceines nothing in it 
diuine. Such an ignozant was Valentinianus the Cmperour, 
who was a pꝛofeſſed enemie to all excellent Artes, oꝛ Licinius, 


who 


of Abſurditie. 
wholikewiſe fermed learning, the plague and poiſon of the 
weale publique. Such conefons ianozmice doth crepe amdgft 
the coꝛmoꝛants of our age, who as the Chamelion which is fed 
With che ayꝛe, fands alwaies with his mouth wide open, ſo 
khele men which line vps almes, haue alwaies their mouthes 
open to aſke, and hauing felt the ſweetnes of Abby Landes, 
they gape after Colledge lining, den ring to enrith themſelues 
as much with the ſiluer of the one, as their annceffers got by 
tbe gold of the ofher :much like to him that haning bathed his 
bands in the blood of wilde beaffes,p2ocedeth to the laughter 
of men, the one no moꝛe ſatiſ / fled with money, then the other 
with murder. Ir ſuch goovly buildings were againe to ariſe by 
the common toſt, a man may eaſily gelle, how backward they 
would be in gining, who are now fo fozward in detratting. Can 
Common weales floziſh where learning decaies, ſhall not feli- 
citio — — a fall when as knowledge failes 2 yea, peace muſt 
neebes perriſh from amongtt vs, when as we rather ſeke fo 
choke then cherriſh, to famith thenfede the Nurſes of it, dev 
pʒiuing them of all outward oꝛnaments (as much as in vs 15 
7 who are the onelie oꝛnaments of our fate: but J hope 

k needie enmitie ſhall returne to them in vaine, and not 
pꝛoue the pꝛocurement ot our common plague and paine, that 
the moze they oppugne our pꝛoſperitie, the greater ſhalbe our 
welfare, like to the Trees in whom thoſe partes are ſtronger 
that are oppoſite to the Nozth,then thoſe which bend fowarde 
the South oz Weff winde. 

J will not ſtand to ampliſie their diſcredit, which endenour 
to furne our day into night, and our light into darkneſſe, noz 
vet will compare them fo thoſe that are called Agrippz, who 
bering pꝛepoſterouſſy boꝛne with their feete fozward, are ſaide 
fo enter into the woꝛld with ill foꝛtune, and to the great myl / 
chiefe of mankind, as Marcus Agrippa, and Nero, onelie this 
I will wiſh, that being dead, the learned may gine them ſuch 
Epitaphes of diſgrace,as they deſerue, and that the Chꝛonicles 
may reco2d their repꝛoch vnto all ages. Amen fay all they that 
are n to the Pules. 

D. ii. How 
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How can we hope foz anie further exhibifion;when as we 
. men repine at that we haue alreadie 2 At fareth with iner 
wits, as it doth with the pearle which is affirmed to be in the 
bead of the Toade, the one being of exceeding vertue is incle> 
(ed with poiſon, the other of no leſſe value, copaſt about with 
pouerty, Learning now adaies gets no liuing if it come empt 
handed. Pꝛomotion which was wont to be p free pꝛopounded 
palme of paines, is by many mens lamentable p2aciſe,become 
a purchaſe. When as wits of moze towardnes ſhal haue ſpent 
ſome time in the Uniuerſitie, and haue as if were taſted the 
elements of Arte, and laide the foundation of knowledge, if by 
the death of ſome friend they ſhoulde be withdzawnefr5 they; 
ſcudies, as yet altogether raw, and ſo conſequently vnfitte foz 
any calling in the Common wealth, where ſhould they finde a 
friend, to be vnto them in ſteed of a father,o2 one to perfit that 
which their deceaſed. parents begun: nay they may well be- 
take themſclues to ſome trade ol Yuſbandzy, foz any mainte- 
nance they gette in the way of almes at the Uninerſitie,o2 els 
take vppon them to teach, beeing moze fitte to be taught, and 
perch into the pulpit, their knowledge beeing vet vnperũt, ve⸗ 
rie zealouſlie pzeaching, beeing as yet ſcarce grounded in reli⸗ 
gious pꝛinciples. Bow can thoſe men call bome the loſt cheepe 
that are gone aſtrap, comming into the Miniſterp befoze their 
wits be aid. This greene fruite, being gathered befoze it be 
ripe, is rotten beloꝛe it be mellow, and infected with @ciſmes, 
befoze they haue learned to bzidle their affections in⸗ 
nouations as newfangled, and enterpꝛiũng alterations wher- 
by the Church is mangled,. - 

But ſome may obiect. that I goe beyond mp Anatomie,in 
touching theſe abuſiue eno2mities, Janſwer, that J diſcourſe 
ol theſe matters as they are become the follies of our time, and 
the faults of our age, wiſhing the redzeſſe of ſuch raſhnes, and 
the ſuppꝛeſſion of the fozenamed rauenous rable, theſe abuſes: 
beeing as intollerable as the woꝛſt, and therfoze to be condem- 
ned with the fic, I trult there is nu man ſo ſimple, who can 
diſcerne wiſedome from OY W from i ne, | 
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but his mother wit wil affd2vhimſo much vnderſtanding that 
there is neceffary ble oflearning in euerp talling , bzinging 
pzaiſe to them that poſſeſſe it, and ſhame to them that want if, 
without the which no erternall oznament is any whit auaile- 
able fo aduancement, but ſemeth rather a diſgracing defoꝛmi⸗ 
tie, hauing diſlike his attendant. Reiect then p2ide,toembzace 
it to your p2ofit, neglect vain-glozy,and ſtriue to attaine fo the 
knowledge of Arta, the pathway to honoz, Let the lines of the 
Philoſophers be the direction of youthes imitation, who ware 
no moze clothes then woldkeepe away cold, and eate no moze 
meate then would expell hunger, yea many of them the moze 
to keepe.dawne their bodies, being placed in the midſt of plen- 
tie, haue contented themſelaes with a thin hungry diet, the cõ⸗ 
panion of ſcarſitie. Diogenes choſe rather to lick diſhes at A- 
thens, then to line daintily with Alexander. Plato had rather 
bid Dyoniſius adiew, then he would be d2iuen from his philo⸗ 
ſophicall dyet. Porus that peereleſſe Indian Pzince, contented 
himſelfe with bꝛeade and water as his accuſtomed cheere. A- 
geſilaus Hing df the Lacedæmonians, paſſing thzongh d Coun⸗ 
trey of Thaſurs, being louingly met bythe nobles,and entirely 
welrommed by the common ſoꝛte info the Countrey, with di- 
uerfitie of dainties and bzauery of banquets, would not taſte as 
ny thing laue Bzeade and Mater, notwithſfanding earneſf 
entreatie to the contrarie, but their impoztunitie increa- 
ſing, fo put by all ſuſpition ot᷑ ingratitude, be willed his ſlaues 
and footmen to take their repaſt with their p2ouiſton, ſaying, 
that abſtinencie and temperancie, not varietie of viandes and 
delicacie, beſeemeth him that is placed in Chapꝛe of authozi- 
tie. Conſtantius kept humſelfe ſo hungerly , that many times 
hee woulde craue a cruſt of bzeade of a pooze woman to erpell 
hunger. The Pꝛieſts of Ægipt abſtained from flelh g wine, 
The Perſians were ſafiſ-fied with bzeade,ſalt,and water. In 
Rhodes he was reputed a groſſe bzaind man, which fed on any 
thing but fiſhe. Da warily in times paſt hath temperate mo- 
deration beene obſerned in all Nations; that by Zalcucus law, 
be was put to death, which mon wine without the Rum 
| | iii. ions 
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tions aduice. The Patrons and Ladies of Rome were ex 
pzefly pꝛohibited the taſte ol it. in deed by this counſaile ſqua- 
ring their decrees, that wine is the efficient of heate, deate of 
luft, luſt of murder, Eg. Mæcenius, flew his one Wife, (as 
Plinie recozdeth) foz that ſhee loued wine foo much. and was 
by Romulus Law ſaued from death, in which plate ot Plinie 
it is alſo ſpecified, that a certaine Matron of Rome, was ads 
iudged to die, becauſe ſhee cloſelte kept the key of a Celler of 
wine. Cenſoriall Cato, was fo curious in þ obſeruation of this 
o2dinaunce, that hee cuſtomably cauſed cerfaine men to kyſſe 
the women, fo know whether they2 bzeath ſmelled of wine, in 
whole time, no man whatſoeuer,whether he were'Conſul,Se- 
nato2, Tribune, oꝛ Dictatoz, might dainke any Mine, befoze 
be was thirtie and flue yeres of age. J de not alleage theſe er⸗ 
amples, to the end à might condfne the moderate vie of wine 
as vnlawfall, but to ſhew by the compariſon, ho farre we ex- - 
ceede them in erceſſe, whole banquets are N with ſuch 
waſtfull ſaperfluitie, 

At is a common complaint, that moze verrith with the furs 
ket then with the ſwo2de, which many haue followed fo farre, 
that to the recouering remedie of this ſurfeting malaviegthey 
baue reſtrained a healthfull diet to two oz th:& diſhes : des⸗ 
ming our diſgeſtion would be better, if our diſhes were fewer, 
Which opinion, although Hir Themas Eliot a man of famous 
memo2y,tn his booke called the Caſtle of health, in (cane po⸗ 
litique reſpects doth ſerme to fauour, vet J do think in his pꝛi⸗ 
uate iudgment, bee did acknowledge the dinerſitie of meafes, 
not to be fo incommodionus as he there pꝛetendes. But that J 
may aunſwere what they v2ne; firſt ſap they, what ſay vou to 
baute Beaſtes, who being nouriſhed! but with one kinde of 
meate, and onely after one manner, are farre mozehealthfull 
and ſounde of body then men, that diet themſelues with ſan- 
d2y diſhes : to this 3 anſwer, that either of theſe aſſertions art 
vntrue, foz neither do they vſe onely one kind of nouriſhmenk, 
neither are diſeaſes moze diſtant frem the, then frem vs. The 
firſt is pzoued by the chople of Paſtures wherein they — 
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where there is gralle both bitter and ſauozie, ſoure + \weete, 
ſome nourithing colds , ſome nouriſhing hote inyce. Is then 
the ſubſtance of their meate ſimple, who feede vppon boughes 
and weedes, beſides ſo many ſund2y kinde of field hearbes,no 
leſſe diuers in nutriment then in name. To p2ooue that diſea- 
ſes are no leſſe incident to beaſtes then to men, J will icke to 
Homers anthozitie, who repozteth the peſtilence fo be begun 
by bzufe beaſtes. To ſhew how great the infirmities are of os 
ther creatures, the ſhoꝛt life of ſome of them may fafficientlie 
ſerue, except you haue recourſe to thoſe recozved Fables of 
Crowes and Ranens, who commonly ſeaſe vppon all kinde of 
carrion, picke vp each ſozt of new ſowne ſeede;and are at hoſte 
with euery kind of fraite in the Dzchard. Secondly they adde, 
that there was neuer Phiſition ſo confidently careleſſe of his 
Patient, that he woulde pzeſcribe the vſe of diuers meates at 
once, to him that is diſtreſſed with a Feuer, wherby (lay they) 
if may be gathered, that one kind of meate is moze auaileable 
to a ſpeedte diſgeſtion then many, becauſe that Phiſitions pꝛe⸗ 
5 but one kinde of meate to them, whole dilgeſtion is wea⸗ 
keſt. | 
This obiection is thus taken away, firſt there is not the 
ſame p2opoztion to be obſerued in diet, in ſicknes, & in health. 
Secondly,inas much as they are wont to ſet befoze them, one⸗ 
ly one ſoztofmeate, it is not becauſe it is moze caſte of diſgeſ⸗ 
| ion, but leaſt the ſight of much meat ſhould bz&ede in p weake 
ftomacks a lothing of it. Thirdly they obiect, that the nouriſhe 
ment of diuers meates is no leſſe nopſome, then the dzinking 
of diners kinds of Mines is daungerous. Euerp one knowes 
that he that waſheth his bꝛaines with diners kinds of wines, 
is the next doꝛe to a dꝛunken man, and he like (ſay they) to be 
endangered by diſeaſes, who affecteth variety in his diet. Pere 
doe J denie the coherente of the cõpariſon, foz what is hee that 
by eating ouermuch, doth incurre the like inconuenience that 
he dooth, that dꝛinketh much, bee that hath ouerloded his ſfo- 
macke with ſandzy meates,is pained a little perhaps in his 
bellie, hee that hath ouercharged his bzaine with at | 
ow etter 
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better then a mad man foz the time, which the rather ſeemes 
to me, becauſe the groſenes of p meate remaining in one place, 
expecteth the adminiſtration ol diſgeftion,. and beeing thozow-s 
ly conſumed, is ſuddainly voided, but Mine beeing by nature 
lighter, aſcendeth higher, and tickleth the bzaine placed inthe 
top, with the inflamation of a hote fume, and therefoze diuer- 
ſitie of wines at once, is ſhunned of them that are wile, leaſt 
the matter which is readie to poſſeſſe the head on a ſuddaine in 
a moment ouerfurne the ſeate of reaſon, which daunger inthe 
diuerſitie of meates, no reaſon can be rendꝛed why we ſhoulde 
dꝛead. But they will perhaps ſay, that the diuerũtie of iupee, 
framed of the dinerſitie of meats, agrees not with our bodies, 
as though our bodies were not compounded of qualities, as of 
hote-andcold,dzy and moiſt, but he which feedeth onelyonone 
kinde ol meat, ſendeth fo2th but the iupte of one qualitie, the 

Spꝛing is hote and moiſt, the Sommer day andhote,Autumie 
dzy and cold, Minter both moiſt and colde together, ſo alſo the 
elements which are our beginninges, what reaſon is it then 
that our bodies ſhonld be reſtrained to one kind of meat. Thus 
then we ſee that diuerſitie is not ſo incomodious, but one kind 
of meate may be as daungerous, fo2 gluttonꝑp map as well be 
committed by one diſh as twentie. May not a man as ſoone 
ſurfet by eating a whole ſheepe with Phago , oz an re with 
Milo, as by the ſipping taſte of ſundzy dainties. 


But why ſtand J ſo long about meates, as thongh our lite = 


were nought but a banquet,oz why am J.large in diſputing 
of the diet of our bodies, as though thereby wee ſhoulde pur⸗ 
chaſe quiet fo our ſoules, what is this but to imitate the foo- 
liſh tender mother, which had rather her childe ſhould be well 
fed then well taught. Wherefoze to make bſe of mp Anato⸗ 
mie as well to my ſelfe as to others, 3 will pzeſcribe as neere 
as J can, ſuch a rule ſoꝛ Students, that therby ſquaring their 
— tons, they ſhall not be eaſily attached of any notable abſur- 
ditie. 

There be thz& things which are wont to lack young Stu⸗ 
dents endeuour, Negligence, want of Wiſedome, and Foz- 


tune. 
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time. Negligence, when as we either altogether pꝛetermit, ez 
moꝛe lightly paſſe oner , the thing we onght ſeriouſly to pon⸗ 
der. Mant of wiſedome, when e obſerne no method in rea⸗ 
ding. F02tune is in the euent ofchaunce,eifher naturally hap⸗ 
ning, oꝛ when as by ponerty o2 ſome inũrmitie, 02 natural dul- 
nes we are withdzawne from our ſtudies, and alicnated from 
our intended enterpꝛiſe, b the imagination of the rarencſſe of 
learned men, but as touching theſe thꝛee, fo2 the fir, that is 
to ſap, negligent floth, he is fo be warned: foz the ſecond, he is 
fo be inffruced : fo2 the thirde; he is to be helped. Let his rea⸗ 
ding be temperate, whereunto wiſedome, not wearines, muſt 
p2efcribe an end, fo as immoderate faff, exceſſiue abſtinence, 
and inoꝛdtnate watchings, are argued of intemperance, perri⸗ 
ching with their immoderate ble, ſo that theſe thinges neuer 
- affer tan be perfozmed as they ought in any meaſure: ſo the 
intemperate ſtudie of reading,incutreth repꝛehenſion, and that 
whicd is laudable in his kinde, is blamewoozthy by the abuſe, 
Neading. t wa waies is lothſoine to the mind, and troubleſome 
fo the ſpirit, both by the qualitie, namelp if it be moze obſcure, 
and alla by þ quantitie if it be moze tedious, in either of which 
we ought to ve great moderation, leaſt that which is oꝛdainen 
to'the refreſhing of our wittes, be abuſed to the dulling of dur 
leuten. We rrade many things,leaſt by letting them paſſe,ws 
ſhould ſeeme to deſpiſe them, ſome things we reade, leaſt we 
ſhould ſeme to be ignoꝛant in them, other thinges we reade, 
not that we may embzace them. but eſchew them. Dur lear⸗ 
ningoughsto be our liues amendment, and the fruites of our 
pꝛiuate udie,ought to appeare in our publique be hauiour. 
- Reade that ſitting, which may be thy meditation walking, 
tunne as mell rude manners as rude phꝛaſe, and falſe dealing 
as much as falſe Katine, x choſe him to be thy teacher, whome 
thou maiſt moꝛe admire when thou feeſt then when thou hea- 
relt, Quid faciendum fit oa faciente diſcendum eſt. Learne of all 
men willingly that which thou knoweft not,becauſe humility 
mu make that common to thee, which nature hath made pꝛo⸗ 


per to euerꝝ one. Thon ſhalt be wiſer then all, if thou wilt 
E. learne 
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learne of all. Beed what Chriſippus faith in bis pꝛouerbs, that 
which thouknoweſt-nof, peraduenture thy Alle can tell theo, 
If thou be deſfrons ta attainſt᷑ to the truth of a thing, firſt learn 
determinate concluſions befoze thou dealeſt with doubtful ton 
trouerſies, he ſhall neuer enter into the reaſon of the trueth, 
who beginneth to be taught by diſtuſling of doubts. Thinks 
not common things vnwoꝛthp ol thy knowledge of which thon 
art ignoꝛant: thoſe thinges are not to be contemned as little, 
without the which great things cannot ſtand. Poſt not raſhtie 
from one thing to another, leaſt thou maiſt ſeeme fo haue ſtene 
many things, and learned fewe. NV aſequitur qui omnia ſequi- 
tur. Jam not igno2ant; that farre moze ardent is the vefire of 
of knowing vnknowne thinges „then of repeating knowns 
things, this we ſee happen in Stageplayers,in Dzatozs,in al 
things, men halt vnto nouelties, and runne fo ſte-new things, 
fothat whatſoeuer is not vſuall, 'of the multitude is aviniredz 
det mult &tudents wiſely pꝛefer renowned antiquitie befoze 
newe found foyes; one line of AlcxandersÞailter, befoze the 
large inuectine Scolia of the Parifian Rings Pzofeſſoz; ***- 
Manx there be that are out of loone with the obſcuritis 
wherein they liue, that to win eredit to their name, they rare 
not by what diſcredit they encr eaſe others ſhame, and leaſt by 
the contention, their vannted victozy might be deſtitute of all 
glozie, they enconnter with them on whole ſhoulders al Artes 
doe leane, as on Atlas the heauens, thinking that men ſhoulde 
thus imagine, that none except he knewe himlelfe ſafficientlie 
furniſhed, with the exquifife knowledge of all erceltent Arts, 
durſt vndertake ſuch a taſke; as though any were moze readie 
tocoxre Appelles then the rude Cobler, to contend with'Ap- 
pollo, then contemptible Pan. But theſe vpſtart refozmers of 
Arts, reſpect not ſo much the indagation of the truth, as ths 
ayme of their pꝛide, and coneting to hane-newe opinions paſſe 
vnder their names, they ſpende whole peeres in ſhax * of 
fects. Which their padled opinions areno.ſwner- ed, but 
fkraight way ſoine pzouds ſpirited pꝛincocks, deſirous to differ 
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and llaues it in their ſeruile ſutes, enlarging the wilful erroꝛs 
of their arrogancie. Nothing is ſo great an onemie to a ſounde 
iadgment,as the pzide of a pœuiſh conceit, which cauſeth a man 
both in like and beliefe, either to ſnatch vppe oz hatch newfan- 
gles. This one thing alſo deceiueth many, foꝛſooth they wyll 
ſeeme wile befoze their time, that nowe they both beginne to 
counterfetthat which they are not, and to be aſhamed of that 
which they are: and therein they are moſt diſtant from wiſe⸗ 
pod; wherein they thinke themſelues to be thought wyle. 
Dthers there be that thinke ſo well ol themſelues, that no 
woꝛd can ſo much as ſcape by chaunce, but they thinke it woz- 
thy al a pen · mans paines, and ſtriuing to ſpeake nought but 
pꝛonerhs. they make their bald eloquence a common by woꝛd, 
tocke ring themſelues in their owne conceits, till they be ſcoꝛ⸗ 
ned as cockſcombes, Theſe they be that knowing not howe to 
(peake, haue not learned to hold their peace, teaching manie 
times the thinges they vnderſtand not, and perſwading what 
they knowe not, becomming the Paiſters of the ignoꝛant, be⸗ 
foze they be the-Schollers of the learned. There is no ſuch dil⸗ 
ene » as an ignozaunt Artificer, men ot meaner 
t, meaſuring oft times the excellencie of the one, 
by. the ignozaunce of the other . But as bee that cenſureth 
the dignitie ol Poetry by Cherillus paultry paines, the maie⸗ 
Tie of Rethozick by the rudeneſſe of a ſtutting Hortenſius, the 
fubfiltie of Logique by the rayling of Ramus, might iudge the 
one a foole in waiting he knewe not what, 5 other tipſie by 
bis ſtammering, the thirde the ſonne ol pe by his ſcold⸗ 
ing; ſo he that eſtimats Artes by the i <A bor Idiots, who 
pꝛofeſſe that wherein they are Infants, map derme the Uni⸗ 
uerſitie nought but the Nurſe of follie, and the knowledge of 
Artes, nought but the imitation of the Stage. This J ſpeake 
to het what anobloquie, theſe impudent incipients in Arts, 
are bnto Art, 
Amongſt all the oznaments of Artes, Rethozick is to be 
bad in bigheſt reputation, without the which all the reſt are 
2 lhe onely garniſhed ; Ly ſome there be mu woulde 
tt, eperate 
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leperate Arts from Cloquence, whoſe oppugne,becauſe it ads 
hozres from common experience. Who doth notknow g in 
tongues taſke eloquence is odious if it be affected, and that at⸗ 
tention is altogether wanting, where it is reieued. A man 
may baule till his voice be hoarle, exhoꝛt with teares till his 
tongue ake, and his eyes be dꝛie, repeate that hee moulde per⸗ 
ſ(wade till his ſtalenes dooth ſetretlie call foz a Cinaue hagge, 
and pet moue no moꝛe then if he had been all that while mute, 
if his ſpeech be not ſeaſoned with eloguence, and adoꝛned with 
elocutions aſſiſfance. Nothing is moze odions to the: Audito?, 
then the-artleſſe tongue of a tedious dolt, which dulleth the de⸗ 
light of hearing, and ſlacketh the deſire of rememb2ing; and 
know not how it comes to paſſe, but many are ſo delighted ta 

heare themſelues, that they are a cumber to the eares of allo⸗ 
ther, pleaſing their Auditozs in nothing moze then in p pauſe 
of a ful point, when as by their humming andhawking relpit, 
they haue leiſure to geſture the miſlike of his rudenes. To the 
eſchewing tþerefoze of the lothing hatred: of them that hears 
them, J would wiſh them to learne fo ſpeake many things in 
few, neither to ſpeake all things, which to therz putpoſe they 
may ſpeake, leaſt thoſe things be leſſe p2ofitably ſpoken which 
they ought ta ſpeake : neither would haue them onerchoote 
themſelues with an unitation of bzenitie , fo that ſtriuing to 
be verꝑ ſhoꝛt, they ſhould pzone very long, namelie, when as 
they endeuo2 to ſpeake many things bzeefelie. Perſwade ons 
point th2oughlie, rather then teach many things ſcatteringlyz 
that which we thinke let vs ſpeake, and that which we ſpeake 
let vs thinke, let our ſpeeche acco2de with our life. Endenour 
to adde bnto Arte Experience, experience is moze p2offtable 
boide of arte, then arte which bath not experience. Df it leifs 
arte is-bnp2ofitable without experience, and experiente rache 
without arte. In reading, thou muſt with warie regard learne 
as wel fo diſcerne thy loſſe as thy gaine, thy hurt as good, leaſt 
being wonne to haue a fauourable like of Poets wanton lines, 
thou be cxcited vnto the imitat ion of their luſt, It is very vn⸗ 
ſemely that nobler wits 1 be diſcredited with baſer ſtu⸗ 


dies,. 


of Abſurdlitie. 
dies, and choſe whd bigh and migbtie cailings dw erpec,ſholy! 
be:hinderedby the inficementsafpleaſiue;and vanitie. un 
men are nat ſo much delighted with ſolids-(abltances, as with. 
paints ſhadowes, follawing rather thoſe thinges which art 
goodly to the vie we, then p2ofitable ta the bſe, neither da they 
lone ſo much thoſe things that are dwing, as thoſe things that 
are ſounding, reiayeing ma ta beſirawen with fiawers then 
nouriſhed with frute. Vawmanybethere that ſwzive truth, not 
in truth bat in vanitie, and ſind that they ſoagbtnotacco2ving 
to trueth, bat accoꝛding to vanitie;and that which is moſt mi- 
ſeruble, in the wo2ds of life, they t ails fo2 the maerchandiſe ol 
death. Yence commeth it to paſCe;that mauy make topes their 
enely ſtudie, ſtoʒing of trifles, when as they neglect moſt pꝛe⸗ 
tinus treaſures, and hauing left the Fountaines of truth, they 
folow the Rauers ol opinions. J can buf pittie their fully. wh 
are ſo curious in fables, and ercructate themſelues about im⸗ 
pertinent queſtions , as about Homers Country, parentage, 
and ſepuicher, whether Homet 02 Heſiodus were older, whe⸗ 
ther Achilles oz Patroglus nine antient, in iuhat apparrell 
Anacharſis the Scitinan ſlept, whether Lucan is to be retkoned 
amanglt the Poets 02 Yiſto2tographers, in what Poneth in 
the vere Virgill died, with infinite other, as touching the Let« 
ters of the Hiacinth, the Cheſtnut tree, the childꝛen of Nis- 
be; the trees. where Latovab2ought foozth Diana, in all which 


idlaenterrogatozies;they bane left vnto vg not thinges found;; 


but things to'be:ſaught, and peraduenture they had founde nes 
ceſſary things, i theꝝ had nat ſanaht ſupexfiuous thinges. In⸗ 
numerable ſuch vnneceſlary queſtions, attoꝛding to Philoſos 
phy are made as touching the ſoule, as whence it is, what ma⸗ 
ner of one it is, when it doth begin to be, bow long it map bee, 
wet her it paſeth not from his firſt manſion cls where, and ſo 
alter his abiding, oꝛ ſhift into other foꝛmes of baute Beaftes, 
whether one ſoule ſerueth no moꝛe but onte and one, what it 
ſhall do, when as by vs it ſhall ceaſe to doe anꝑ thing, howe it 
hall vſe his libertie, when as it is eſcaped out of this dungion, 
* ern it be fozgetfull ot _ things? what do —_— 
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pliſhment,ſeetnesone ſins ſuppꝛeſſion dawe 


The Anitoinie 


"foutdthe-infhilte depth of thilemite: 
ries in ny heed Arrows dro let thethers 


foze refraine froth ſuch folty,ard'not {ke hat which tx nat tu 
they nnd not that wuhirg is 


be found teaſt to he found, Sociares 
who redutevall-Þhi to miers, ſayy 

was the grruteſt wil eto diinguicb gob'x' 
Unto which diſcerning diffinction'', is require . — 
meditation, in ſo nuch as in it, confilfsour lines. verfuens di⸗ 
rection. Neither is it to line well ene daifs woꝛke, but ſhe ton 
tinuall rrertiſe vt aur whole life is fig the beit effect that euer 
knowledge dw aud. Whecht ab ivee doely confiver, whether 
enery way leadeth o: wilety ponder wir dur ſelues fo what 
end we refer each one or aur actions,” and exact ot our ffraying 
thoughts a moze ſeuere accointof their wandering ecdurſe;we 
wal find no viqoꝛy w great, as the ſubduitig of vice, nothing iu 
herd an to line well, no ſuch vreftimable ie well, n 
ednuerlatiom : let him that is inelined but to dine etre 
cretly try by himſeite, with what racilitte 02 dimcut Gon 
fappzrlle perro and his owne pzactile? Di | Jahr 
that de is ien captiu Aud aut 

vp his . Ireps lo vifficult a thingin — 


be the refozmation, of an altogefher euiii converſation. Dine 
then the onely ende of knowledge, ought to be to learrie to litue 
well, let vs p;opoand this vie and end vnto dur ſelues,leaft af- 
ter ſo many yeres paines, we mille of the marke whereat our 
parents in our education aymd. Turning ouer Miſtoꝛies, and 
reading the lines of excellent Dzatozs and famous Philoſos - 
phers, let vs with Themiltoclee, ſet:befoze our eves one of the 
ercellenteſt fo imitate, in whoſe example inũſting, our indus 
fry may be doubled, to the adequation of his pzaiſe, / © -'' 
J know the learned wil laugh me to ſcozne, ſos ſetting dowit 
ſuch Rams hoꝛne rules of direction, and euen nowe 5 opus 
e e 
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of Abfurditie 


think me of Mulcaſters Poſitions, which makes my penne | 
re pauſe as it were at Mull point, which pauſe ha 7 
my opinion, and makes me rather refer you to Aſc nga 
antienter of the two: whole pzayſes., ſceing Paiſter Grant 
bath fo gloziouſly garniſhed, A will referre you fo his wozkes, 
and moꝛe eſpecially to his choolemaſter, where he hath moſt 
tearnedly cenſured both our Latine and Greeke Authozs. As 
fo2 lighter ſudtes, ſeeing they are but the exerciſe of youth to 
keepe them from idlenes, and the atton of the minde to 
moze weightie meditafions, let vs fake heede, leaſt whiles we 
ſeeke to make them the furthering helps of our finall pꝛofeſſi⸗ 
on, they pꝛoue not the hindering barmes ol dur intended vo- 
tation, that we dwell not ſo long in Poetry, that wee become 
Pagans, 02 that we make not ſuch paocedinges in Ariſtotle, 
that we p2ooue pꝛollcients in Atheilme . Let not learning, 
which onght to be the Lenell, whereby ſi line ill, ought 
SE 7 copruprin ES = lufee laat be- 
ir 2 ion, ed a their: 
3 tur ykhemvowne into hell, when as the ignozant 
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RE the one, as to make . 
Jn the mrane time J bidde them both farewell, 


Nando 
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